
CREATIVE WRITING: FALL, 2016  
Judith DeWoskin: email: dewoskin@aaps.k12.mi.us 
 
 Welcome aging writers.  This class specializes in bonding through writing and sharing 
writing.  I know you will bond as you encourage, learn, and laugh with each other.  You will 
challenge each other, challenge me, publish your work, win fame and fortune—even  an “A” in 
the course.  You will thrive, be enriched, smart, and write a lot.  And, I will make sure that your 
wonderful words are saved, in this very room, so that at the end of the term you will take a whole 
folder of your work home, for your files, your autobiographies, your futures, and your college 
applications.    
 
 You will be writing almost every day, in and out of class.  Major assignments will be due 
most Tuesdays.  I plan to ask you to write poetry, short stories, parodies, and more. You will 
often be assigned to bring in four copies of your work for group work.  Many of you will design 
in-class writing assignments for a time when you will lead the class.  We'll invite writers to talk 
about their writing, maybe design exercises for us, or just read from their work.  Know anyone 
you’d like to hear?  See me. 
 
 Atmosphere is very important for this course.  We need to create a reassuring and safe 
climate in which all students feel comfortable and safe writing and reading their work.  A LONG 
time ago, only a few students were willing to read; others became shy or intimidated.  No more.  
Students these days are much more sensitive to each others’ needs.  You know how to encourage 
someone who is doubled up in the agony of shyness, trembling and hidden behind another fellow 
student or sporting a sprawling red rash of nervous hives.  You know how to make each other 
come alive with confidence.  You charm and encourage each other; you are attentive when a 
fellow student is reading an original  piece.  You volunteer constructive/positive responses and 
smile.  You never slouch or yawn while listening.  You wouldn’t dream of exhibiting body 
language that is not affirming.   
 
 All major assignments, i.e. those not written in class, must be WORD PROCESSED.  
DOUBLE SPACE your work, and use a 12 pt. font.  I demand hard copy - do not accept 
homework by email.  Proofreading is a must; check for the mechanical errors you know you tend 
to make.  I’ll certainly help you find the ones you don’t know you make.  Try to turn in work that 
would make your ancestors and parents proud.        
 
 My section of Creative Writing no longer publishes Free Verse.  Although I have turned 
the task over to my younger colleagues, I expect you to submit lots of your work for publication.  
Having worked on that lovely publication for more than 25 years, I know how worrisome it is 
when we don’t have enough submissions in time for the reading and selecting.  Your writing 
deserves an audience.  Feel free to ask me about other contests or publications to which you 
would like to submit you work.  I’m happy to help you select the best pieces for the audiences 
we expect. 
 
 Your grade is based mostly on improvement and effort.  You should expect a major 
assignment every six to nine days.  They are usually worth 100 points, and a zero for a 100-point 
assignment is deadly.  In-class exercises, designed by you and me, are 10 - 20 points, but you 



must be here to write them.  I am very generous with points on assignments that are turned in on 
time.  I do mark off quite a bit for work that is late; if your work is chronically late, it will be 
hard for you to get an "A."  You may always check your current grade on PowerSchool.  Grades 
are cumulative; at nine week marking periods and at the end of the semester, your grade will be 
based on the number of points you have divided by the total possible to arrive at your percentage. 
 
 History shows that some students in this class do struggle with mechanics, but anyone 
can and should get help!  No writer writes in a vacuum.  All of you should have friends, family 
members, or teachers proofread for you. Feel free to work on an assignment early enough so that 
we can check it for mechanics. I keep a "late folder," for all late work.  I do not read late work 
until ALL (this refers to all of my classes) other work which came in on time is completed.   
 
Tardiness and absence hurt your grade.  One-fifth of your grade is based on class participation 
(the exercises, discussing writing models, discussing others' work, etc.) so you need to be here 
and on time, especially with block scheduling, which limits our meetings and makes each one 
even more significant, critical, wonderful.  Tardiness and skipping are disruptive, rude, and 
contrary to the core value of trust, a benchmark of CHS. 
 
I have selected many models for the assignments, but I welcome your suggestions.  Often, 
student ideas have been used for major assignments as well as in-class exercises.  It is hard to say 
just what inspires me to lead you in one direction or another, but in this class no matter what you 
or I come up with, students always produce excellent work.   
  
Finally, cell phones are a fact of life, but you may not use them in class.  Tell me if your family 
is in emergency mode, and take any call from parents out in the hall.  Texting suggests that the 
class bores you and that you are emotionally and intellectually absent; your class partipation will 
reflect this behavior. I am finished with threats, taking phones away, demanding chocolate for 
returns, etc. Be responsible and polite—simple as that.  I may not say anything.  We teachers are 
weary regarding phones, but I see you, and I will remember.  Pop and coffee are fine if you clean 
up.  Snacks are fine if you bring some for everyone.  Who doesn’t still love birthday cupcakes? 
 
Let’s eat cake!   

 


